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In the month of December our team focused on reaching out into the community of Santa Maria delle
Mole with a message of Christ’s love through some unusual means. We wanted to not only make
people aware that a group of people who wanted to love on them had come into the community, but
also to let people know that Christ was the best gift they could receive at Christmas. Also, our teammates
wanted to share the same Christmas spirit with their friends with a great American tradition: Christmas

cookies, treats, coffee and cider. Read on to find out what’s been going on.

HOPEFULLY A SWEET SURPRISE

Christmas is a time when Italians spend a lot of time
preparing for a great big Christmas dinner. This dinner
is eaten in the evening of the 24th and usually
consists of lots of seafood and pasta. Since the
tradition of opening gifts takes place on that evening
as well, Italians also spend time shopping for gifts
and making sure all is ready for the big night.

We knew that people are out and about making
plans and shopping, so we thought if we had a cookie
and coffee giveaway people would take notice. Our
goal was to get our name out, to get the message
out that Christ was the best gift God sent and touch
the lives of those who would be handing out the
cookies. We asked two shop owners (a travel agency
and my hairdresser) if they would distribute the
cookies for us. The cookies would be placed in a
bag with a small card telling who was giving away
the cookies and why. Sara, our neice, owns the
travel agency and loved the idea. She is a Christian,
but the co-owner of the agency and their employee
are not. We thought this might be a way to show
how unselfish God’s love is that he gave His son freely
just like we were giving the cookies away for free.

Well, | am not sure about Sara’s colleagues and clients,
but my hairdresser sure was impressed! When he
agreed to hand out the cookies he was under the
impression that we were doing this as a fund raiser.
| told him that we didn’t want any money, but he
didn’t believe me and said: “let me talk to your
husband!” When Andrea got in the store he
confirmed my story. At that
point, Enrico said:

"k *%#@ *%] |
could kiss you both! %
Maybe | should
tattoo your faces to
my chest! No one just
gives something away
without expecting
anything back!! You
both are the first ones
I have ever met!!!”

Santa Maria delle Mole
During The Christmas Season

To say the least, that was an incredible response.
We tried to let him know that it wasn’t us, but
Christ who was working in us, but it didn’t quite
register with him. On the 23rd, | went back to give
him a little thank you gift of some apple muffins
and he told me that people loved the cookies. There
were even some school kids he gave them to. He
looked at me differently and welcomed me warmly.
Andrea and | are praying that this will be a big opening
for us to create a better friendship and even more
opportunities to share the gospel with him and his
wife Barbara.

That same day, we went to the café where we usually
have our weekly team breakfast meetings to pay
for the coffees we would be giving away. | gave
the owner thank you muffins and Andrea gave him
the little cards to hand out. The idea was that on
the 24th anyone who came in to order an espresso
would get the little card telling them their coffee
was paid for as a Christmas gift. We are hoping
that it brightened someone’s day, even thought
we haven’t heard anything from anyone yet.

We pray that through these events some seeds
have been sown into Santa Maria delle Mole. We
pray that God can use the little things we do to
create some interest in knowing more about him.
We will see what response we get in the next few
weeks.

Our teammates, Jen and Francesco Volante. Also
hosted a Christmas open house for their friends
and the co-workers of their
tent-making jobs.
Jen had made some
really wonderful
cookies, candies and
munchies and spread
them out beautifully on
a large buffet table. The
guests could come and
= sample the food, coffee
and apple cider from 4
until 9 on a Saturday
evening. It was a lot of
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e Pray that we may have many opportunities to share the gospel not only with
Enrico and Barbara, but with others we are beginning to come into contact with.

e Pray we may see more fruit from our cookie and coffee outreach over Christmas.

e Pray for our upcoming planning meetings where we will be discussing further
ministry and evangelistic plans for the next year. Ask God for guidance, wisdom
and clear discernment of His desires for Santa Maria delle Mole.

e Praise God we could rest and relax at the Mid Winter Rally, a retreat for mis-
sionaries from all over Europe. Isabella enjoyed playing with other English
speaking missionary kids and did not want to come back home.

e Praise God that Heather is feeling better and the second trimester of the preg-
nancy has brought the long hoped for reprieve from constant nausea and fre-
quent vomiting. Please pray that the baby will continue to grow strong and
healthy.

e Pray that the work in the house will continue to progress without any hitches
and that the kitchen will be in working order by the end of January.

ISABELLA HELPS WITH OUR
HOME IMPROVEMENT




